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CHAPTER 13 
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PART 1 
Soliciting, Peddling and Canvassing 

 
 
 
§101.  Definitions. 
 
PEDDLER — anyone engaging in canvassing, soliciting, or peddling on a door-to-door basis without 
previous appointment, for the taking of orders of books, magazines, pictures, home improvements, or any 
other goods and/or services for establishing a means of soliciting such customers on the streets or 
sidewalks within the Township. 
 
PERSON — any natural person, association, partnership, firm or corporation.  
 
(Ord.  25, 12/12/1989, §101) as amended by (Ord. 3 of 2018, 8/27/18, §101) 
 
§102.  License Required. 
 
No person shall engage in peddling within the Township of Slippery Rock, Butler County, without first 
having been granted a license as provided herein, for each individual peddler from the Township 
Secretary. (Ord.  25, 12/12/1989, §102) 
 
§103.  Information Required. 
 
Every person desiring to engage in peddling within the Township of Slippery Rock, Butler County, 
Pennsylvania, shall first make an application to the Township Secretary. Such application shall state the 
name of the person applying, his address, the name of the person for whom he works, the type of books, 
magazines, home improvements, pictures, or other items he wishes to peddle; the length of time for which 
he desires to be licensed; the type of vehicle he uses, with owner’s name and license plate number. No 
license issued under this Part shall be transferred from one person or organization to another. (Ord.  25, 
12/12/1989, §103) 
 
§104.  Fees; Issuance of License. 
 

1.  No license shall be issued under this Part until the proper fee; in an amount as established, from 
time to time, by resolution of the Board of Supervisors, shall be paid to the Township Secretary 
for the use of the general fund of the Township. [Ord.  2/12/2002] 

 
2. Nonprofit organizations with a location within the Tri-County Region including Butler County, 

Mercer County and Lawrence County may be exempt from the fees to be collected under this Part. 
Such exemption from fees does not relieve any individual from compliance with other provisions 
of this Part. 

 
3. Upon making application therefore and approval by the Township Secretary and payment of the 

proper charges for the period of time applied for, the Township shall issue a license to the peddler 
and/or organization. 

               (Ord. 25, 12/12/1989, §104; as amended by (Ord. 2/12/002) and (Ord. 3 of 2018, 8/27/18, §104) 
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§105.  Hours and Days of Peddling. 
 
No person licensed as a peddler under this Part shall engage in peddling at any time on Sunday, or any 
other day of the   week before   9:00 a.m.   or after 5:00 p.m. (Ord.   25,12/12/1989, §105) 
 
§106.  Keeping of Records. 
 
The Township Secretary shall keep a record of all licenses issued under this Part and the Permits Officer 
shall supervise the activities of holders of such licenses. (Ord.  25, 12/12/1989, §106) 
 
§107.  Refusal of License. 
 
The  Township Secretary is hereby authorized to refuse to issue any  license and  to suspend any  license 
already issued under the  provision of this Part when he  deems such refusal or suspension to be in the  
best  interest of the  public  health, safety, and  welfare of the  citizens of the  Township or  may  suspend 
license or  refuse to  issue a  license for violation of any  of the  provisions of this Part or for the  giving  
of false  information upon any  application for a license hereunder. (Ord.  25, 12/12/1989, §107) 
 
§108.  Penalties. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part, upon conviction thereof in 
an action brought before a district justice in the manner provided for the enforcement of summary offenses 
under the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure, shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than 
$1,000 plus costs and, in default of payment of said fine and costs, to a term of imprisonment not to exceed 
90 days. Each day that a violation of this Part continues or each Section of this Part which shall be found 
to have been violated shall constitute a separate offense. (Ord.  25, 12/12/1989, §108; as amended by Ord.  
2/12/2002)
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PART 2 
Junkyards 

 
 
 
§201.  Short Title. 
 
This Part shall be known and may be cited as the “Slippery Rock Township Junkyard and Refuse 
Ordinance.” (Ord.  10, 11/9/1982, §1) 
 
§202.  Definitions. 
 
Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following words and phrases shall be construed throughout this Part 
to have the meanings herein indicated: 
 
BOARD — the Board of Supervisors of Slippery Rock Township. 
 
JUNK — any discarded material or article and shall include, but not be limited to, scrap metal, scrapped, 
abandoned or junked motor vehicles, machinery, equipment, paper, glass, containers, and structures. It 
shall not include, however, refuse or garbage kept in a proper container for the purpose of prompt disposal. 
 
JUNK DEALER — any person, as hereinafter defined, who shall engage in the business of selling, 
buying, salvaging, and dealing in junk and who maintains and operates a junkyard within the Township 
of Slippery Rock. 
 
JUNKYARD — any place where any junk, as hereinbefore defined, is stored, disposed of, or 
accumulated. 
 
JUNK VEHICLES — any   vehicle that is physically inoperable and does not possess a valid registration, 
license plate and current certificate of inspection, except farm tractors. 
 (Ord 2021-2 June 2021) 
 
LICENSE — the permit granted to a person who accumulates, stores, disposes of junk as herein before 
defined. 
 
PERSON — shall include any individual, partnership, association, firm and corporation. [Ord.  
2/12/2002] 
 
TOWNSHIP — Slippery Rock Township, Butler County, Pennsylvania.   
(Ord.  10, 11/9/1982, §2; as amended by Ord.  2/12/2002) 
 
§203.  Persons Keeping, Owning, Possessing Junk Vehicles. 
 
Except as hereinafter provided, no person shall keep, own, or possess more than one junk vehicle on public 
or private property except as follows: 
 

1. Such junk vehicle or vehicles shall be kept in a garage or building. 
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2.  Such junk vehicle shall be screened from the view of persons using the streets, roads and highways 

and from the view of owners, occupiers or users of other residences, businesses or property.  
Screening shall comply with standards set in the Slippery Rock Township Zoning Ordinance, the 
Official Code of Ordinances, Chapter 27, Part 4, §414 Buffering and Screening and Table 414.1 
(Ord. 10, 11/9/1982, §3) (Ord. 2021-2 June 2021)  

 
§204.  License. 
 
No person shall engage in business as a junk dealer, or maintain a junkyard without first having obtained 
a license from the Board, for which license a fee in accordance with the schedule hereinafter set forth shall 
be paid to the Township for the use of the Township. The license shall be issued for the twelve-month 
period beginning January 1 and ending December 31 of each year, and each license must be renewed 
annually on or before the first day of January of each year.  
(Ord.  10,11/9/1982, §4; as amended by Ord. 2/12/2002) 
 
§205.  Application for License. 
 
The license provided for in this Part shall be issued by the Board after written application shall have been 
made therefore by the person desiring to be licensed. Such license shall state the name of the person to 
whom such license is issued and the premises on which such business is to be conducted, or such junkyard 
is to be maintained. Such license shall be posted conspicuously upon the premises licensed thereunder. 
The written application for license, hereinabove mentioned, shall be accompanied by a form, every 
question of which must be answered, which form will be supplied by the Board. Applicant shall also 
submit therewith a plot of the premises used or to be used in connection with such license.  
(Ord.  10, 11/9/1982, §5) 
 
§206.  Issuance of License. 
 
Upon receipt of an application by the Board, the Board shall issue a license or shall refuse to issue a license 
to the person applying therefore after an examination of the application and taking into consideration the 
suitability of the property proposed to be used for the purposes of the license, the character of the properties 
located nearby, and the effect of the proposed use upon the Township, both economic and aesthetic. In the 
event the Board shall issue a license, it may impose upon the license and the person applying therefore 
such terms and conditions, in addition to the regulations herein contained and adopted pursuant to this 
Part, as may be deemed necessary to carry out the spirit and intent of this Part. (Ord.  10, 11/9/1982, §6) 
 
§207.  License Fee. 
 

1. The license fee shall be paid immediately upon the issuance or renewal of a license. The amount 
of the initial license fee shall be established, from time to time, by resolution of the Board of 
Supervisors of Slippery Rock Township, as determined by the actual land to be used by the person 
to whom the license is issued, excluding all setback areas. [A.O.] 

 
2. No license shall be issued for the use of a tract of land in excess of five acres, excluding setback 

areas.     (Ord.  10, 11/9/1982, §7; as amended by Ord.  2/12/2002) 
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§208.  License Limitation. 
 
No person licensed under this Part shall, by virtue of one license, keep more than one place of business 
within the Township or maintain more than one junkyard, for the purpose of buying, selling and dealing 
in junk. No person shall engage in business as a junk dealer in any place   other than the place   designated 
upon   his license, or maintain a junkyard in any   place   other than the   place   designated upon   his   
license. (Ord. 10, 11/9/1982, §8) 
 
§209.  Transfer of License. 
 
No license issued by the Board shall be transferable by the licensee to any other person unless such a 
transfer is authorized by the Board. Any person desiring to transfer his license shall notify the Board, in 
writing, which notification shall be accompanied by an application for a license, as described in §205 of 
this Part, by the transferee. (Ord.  10, 11/9/1982, §9) 
 
§210.  Transfer Fee. 
 
In the event the Board shall approve the transfer of a license, the transferee shall immediately pay to the 
Township a transfer fee in an amount as established, from time to time, by resolution of the Board of 
Supervisors. (Ord.  10, 11/9/1982, §10; as amended by Ord.  2/12/2002) 
 
§211.  Regulations. 
 
Every person licensed under this Part shall constantly maintain the licensed premises in accordance with 
any special provisions imposed by the Board and in the manner prescribed by this Section and any 
subsequent regulations adopted by the Board: 
 

1. Such premises shall at all times be maintained so as not to constitute a nuisance or a menace to 
the health of the community or of residents nearby or a place for the breeding of rodents and 
vermin. 

 
2. No garbage or other organic waste shall be stored in such premises. 

 
3. It is the responsibility of junkyard operators to comply with all Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection (PADEP) waste regulations and guidelines as they apply to automotive 
fluids handling; cleanup of spills or leaks; handling of residual or hazardous wastes including 
but not limited to air bags, batteries, fuel and oil filters, mercury switches, refrigerants, and tires; 
acceptance of metal containers, drums, gas cylinders, propane tanks, etc.; stormwater 
management; wastewater management; and site/facility housekeeping procedures.  (Ord. 2021-2, 
June 2021) 

 
4. The manner of storage and arrangement of junk and the drainage facilities of the premises shall 

be such as to prevent the accumulation of stagnant water upon the premises, and to facilitate 
access for firefighting purposes. 

 
5. All junk kept, stored, or arranged on the licensed premises shall at all times be kept, stored and 

arranged within the junkyard as described in the application for license hereunder, and as limited 
under subsection (D) above. 

 
6. Open burning of vehicle, refuse or other wastes is prohibited.  (Ord. 2021-2 June 2021) 
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7.     The premises to be licensed shall be set back a minimum distance of 25 feet from the right-of- 
        way lines on all streets or roads and a minimum distance of 25 feet from all other property lines. 
        The area between the setback line and the right-of-way line and all streets and roads and all other  
         property lines shall be, at all times, kept clear and vacant. 

 
8. When the Board shall deem it necessary and desirable, the premises to be licensed shall, at the 

setback lines, be enclosed by a fence of type and style to be determined by the Board or by 
evergreen screen plantings, or both. The Board may set forth the fence and planting requirements 
at the time of the issuance of a license or at the time of renewal or transfer of a license. 

               (Ord.  10, 11/9/1982, §11) (Ord. 2021-2, June 2021) 
 
§212.  Penalties. 
 
Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part, upon conviction thereof in 
an action brought before a district justice in the manner provided for the enforcement of summary offenses 
under the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure, shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than 
$1,000 plus costs and, in default of payment of said fine and costs, to a term of imprisonment not to exceed 
90 days. Each day that a violation of this Part continues or each Section of this Part which shall be found 
to have been violated shall constitute a separate offense.   
(Ord.  10, 11/9/1982, §12; as amended by Ord.  2/12/2002) 
 
§213.  Abatement of Nuisances. 
 
In addition to the remedies provided in this Part, any continued violation of this Part, which shall constitute 
a nuisance in fact or which shall, in the opinion of the Board, constitute a nuisance, may be abated by 
proceedings against the violator in a court of equity for relief. (Ord.  10, 11/9/1982, §13) 
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PART 3 
ALARM SYSTEMS 

 
§301.  Short Title. 
 
This part shall be known and may be cited as the “Alarm Ordinance.” 
 
§302.   Definitions.  
  
For purposes of this part, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated below and are defined as: 
 
ALARM - a communication indicating that a crime, fire or other emergency situation warranting 
immediate action has occurred or is occurring. 
 
ALARM DEVICE - any device designed for the detection of an unauthorized entry on the premises, its 
commission or occurrence and, when activated, gives a signal either visual, audible or both, or transmits 
or causes to be transmitted a signal, except residential, in-house fire alarms. 
 
EMFORCEMENT OFFICIAL - the Enforcement Official shall be the Chief or Head Executive Officer 
of the Slippery Rock Volunteer Fire Company and Rescue Team or his designated representative. In the 
alternative, the Enforcement Official may also be the Township’s designated or appointed Code 
Enforcement Officer. 
 
FALSE ALARM - any alarm signal that alerts any person which is not the result of actual threatened 
emergency requiring a response. False alarms include negligently or accidently activated signals, signals 
which are the result of faulty, malfunctioning or improperly installed or maintained equipment, signals 
which are purposely activated to summon police, fire or emergency services in non-emergency situations 
and alarm signals for which the actual cause is not or is unable to be determined. 
 
FIRE ALARM SYSTEM (FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEM) - a system including devices and 
equipment designed to detect a fire, activate an alarm and/or suppress a fire. Without serving as a limit, 
such system shall include, but are not necessarily limited to, any mechanic, electrical or radio-controlled 
device which is designed to emit a sound or transmit a signal or message when activated because of smoke, 
heat, fire, or flow of water and shall be deemed to include audible and/or visual alarms at the site of the 
installation of the detection devices, proprietor alarms and automatic telephone direct dial services or 
digital alarm communication systems.  A single station smoke detector shall not be deemed to an alarm 
system in and of itself. 
 
FIRE ALARM TECHNICIAN - Any person or entity who regularly inspects, installs, repairs and/or 
performs maintenance on fire alarm systems and owns and/or is employed by a firm which is registered 
as an alarm contractor or who is licensed to operate such a business within the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 
 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT/VFD - a Slippery Rock Volunteer Fire Company and Rescue 
Team, its personnel, EMTs or other emergency service personnel. 
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§303.  Repeated False Alarms – Charges. 
 

1. Any person, property owner or entity causing or permitting the giving of repeated false alarms for 
any reason or owning or maintaining an alarm device which triggers a false alarm to which a fire 
department, police department, Township Official, Enforcement Official, or other public safety 
or emergency service official responds shall be responsible to pay a charge to the Township. 

 
2. Such false alarms shall be tracked and accounted for in a calendar year running from January 1 

through December 31. 
 

3. There shall be no charge assessed against the person, property owner or entity for a single false 
alarm in any one calendar year.  A second false alarm within any calendar year shall result in the 
assessment of a $50.00 charge.  A third false alarm within a single calendar year shall result in 
the assessment of a $100.00 charge.  Any and all subsequent false alarms during a single calendar 
year (being the fourth false alarm or greater) shall be assess a charge of $250.00.  These charges 
are subject to change and may be revised by the Township from time to time via Resolution of 
the Board of Supervisors. 

 
4. Upon receipt and/or collection of false alarm charges by the Township, said monies shall be 

distributed by the Township to the appropriate responding agency.  If multiple agencies or 
responders are called out as result of the false alarm, the Township shall distribute the false alarm 
fee in an equitable manner to be determined by the appropriate Township Official or Supervisors. 

 
5. When a false alarm occurs, the Township shall notify the property owner where the alarm device 

is located and from which the false alarm emanated that a false alarm charge is due and the amount 
thereof, if any.  Such notice shall be in writing and will be mailed to the responsible party at the 
address set forth within the registration.  Such notice shall be delivered via regular U. S. Mail, 
postage prepaid. 

 
6. Any and all false alarm charges assessed by the Township shall be due and payable to the 

Township within thirty (30) days from the date of the mailing of the notice of assessment of the 
false alarm charge. 

 
7. Failure of any property owned and/or responsible party to pay a false alarm charge on or before 

the date that is due shall subject such individual or entity to further penalties as set forth 
hereinafter.  Ultimately, the property owner shall be deemed to be the responsible party (if 
commercial, institutional, school, rental or similar use). 

 
§304.   Violations and Penalties.   
 
Any person, property owner, entity, firm, or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part, or 
who fails to comply therewith, or with any of the requirements hereof, upon conviction thereof in an action 
brought before the local magisterial district judge in the manner provided for the enforcement of summary 
offenses under the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure, shall be sentenced to 
pay a fine of not less than $100.00 nor more than $1,000.00 plus costs and reasonable attorney’s fees 
which might be incurred by the Township, and, in default of payment of said fine and costs, to a term of 
imprisonment to the extent permitted by law for the punishment of summary offenses.  It shall be deemed 
a separate offense for each day or portion thereof in which a violation of the Part is found to exist and for 
each section of the Part found to have been violated.  The Township may also commence appropriate 
actions inequity or other manner so as to prevent, restrain, correct, enjoin, or abate violations of this Part. 
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The initial determination of an Ordinance violation is hereby delegated to the Township’s Code 
Enforcement Officer, appropriate Code Official, or to the authorized designee, officer or agent of the 
Township Board of Supervisors.  (Ord.  2016-1, 6/13/16, §301-304-part 3 alarm system) 


